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[20] οὗτος τοίνυν ὁ Κῦρος λέγεται 

Λυσάνδρῳ, ὅτε ἦλθεν ἄγων 

αὐτῷ τὰ παρὰ τῶν συμμάχων 

δῶρα, ἄλλα τε φιλοφρονεῖσθαι, 

ὡς αὐτὸς ἔφη ὁ Λύσανδρος ξένῳ 

ποτέ τινι ἐν Μεγάροις 

διηγούμενος, καὶ τὸν ἐν Σάρδεσι 

παράδεισον ἐπιδεικνύναι αὐτὸν 

ἔφη. 

[21] ἐπεὶ δὲ ἐθαύμαζεν αὐτὸν ὁ 

Λύσανδρος ὡς καλὰ μὲν τὰ 

δένδρα εἴη, δι᾽ ἴσου δὲ τὰ 

πεφυτευμένα, ὀρθοὶ δὲ οἱ στίχοι 

τῶν δένδρων, εὐγώνια δὲ πάντα 

καλῶς εἴη, ὀσμαὶ δὲ πολλαὶ καὶ 

ἡδεῖαι συμπαρομαρτοῖεν αὐτοῖς 

περιπατοῦσι, καὶ ταῦτα 

θαυμάζων εἶπεν: ἀλλ᾽ ἐγώ τοι, ὦ 

Κῦρε, πάντα μὲν <ταῦτα> 

θαυμάζω ἐπὶ τῷ κάλλει, πολὺ δὲ 

μᾶλλον ἄγαμαι τοῦ 

καταμετρήσαντός σοι καὶ 

διατάξαντος ἕκαστα τούτων: 

[22] ἀκούσαντα δὲ ταῦτα τὸν 

Κῦρον ἡσθῆναί τε καὶ εἰπεῖν: 

ταῦτα τοίνυν, ὦ Λύσανδρε, ἐγὼ 

πάντα καὶ διεμέτρησα καὶ 

διέταξα, ἔστι δ᾽ αὐτῶν, φάναι, ἃ 

καὶ ἐφύτευσα αὐτός. 

[59] 17. multas ad res perutiles 

Xenophontis libri sunt, quos legite, 

quaeso, studiose, ut facitis. quam 

copiose ab eo agri cultura laudatur 

in eo libro, qui est de tuenda re 

familiari, qui Oeconomicus 

inscribitur! atque ut intellegatis 

nihil ei tam regale videri quam 

studium agri colendi, Socrates in 

eo libro loquitur cum Critobulo 

Cyrum minorem, Persarum 

regem, praestantem ingenio atque 

imperi gloria, cum Lysander 

Lacedaemonius, vir summae 

virtutis, venisset ad eum Sardis 

eique dona a sociis attulisset, et 

ceteris in rebus communem erga 

Lysandrum atque humanum 

fuisse et ei quendam consaeptum 

agrum diligenter consitum 

ostendisse. cum autem 

admiraretur Lysander et 

proceritates arborum et directos in 

quincuncem ordines et humum 

subactam atque puram et 

suavitatem odorum qui afflarentur 

ex floribus, tum eum dixisse mirari 

se non modo diligentiam sed etiam 

sollertiam eius a quo essent illa 

dimensa atque discripta; et Cyrum 

[20] “Further, the story goes that 

when Lysander came to him 

bringing the gifts form the allies, 

this Cyrus showed him various 

marks of friendliness, as Lysander 

himself related once to a stranger 

at Megara, adding besides that 

Cyrus personally showed him 

round his paradise at Sardis.  

[21] Now Lysander admired the 

beauty of the trees in it, the 

accuracy of the spacing, the 

straightness of the rows, the 

regularity of the angles and the 

multitude of the sweet scents that 

clung round them as they walked; 

and for wonder of these things he 

cried, ‘Cyrus, I really do admire all 

these lovely things, but I am far 

more impressed with your agent's 

skill in measuring and arranging 

everything so exactly.’ 

[22] Cyrus was delighted to hear 

this and said: ‘Well, Lysander, the 

whole of the measurement and 

arrangement is my own work, and 

I did some of the planting myself.’ 

 

 

[59] 17. Xenophon's writings are 

very instructive on many subjects 

and I beg you to go on reading 

them with studious care. With 

what copious eloquence 

agriculture is lauded in his book 

entitled The Householder, which 

treats of the management of 

estates! To show you that 

Xenophon regarded nothing more 

befitting royalty than zeal in 

husbandry, let me recall the 

incident1 in the same book, related 

by Socrates in a conversation with 

Critobulus. Cyrus the Younger, a 

Persian prince, eminent for his 

intelligence and the glory of his 

rule, was visited at Sardis by 

Lysander the Spartan, a man of the 

highest virtue, who brought 

presents from the allies. Among 

other courtesies to Lysander while 

his guest, Cyrus showed him a 

certain carefully planted park. 

After admiring the stateliness of 

the trees, regularly placed in 

quincunx rows,2 the clean and 

well-cultivated soil, and the sweet 

odours emanating from the 

flowers, Lysander then remarked: 
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[23] καὶ ὁ Λύσανδρος ἔφη, 

ἀποβλέψας εἰς αὐτὸν καὶ ἰδὼν 

τῶν τε ἱματίων τὸ κάλλος ὧν εἶχε 

καὶ τῆς ὀσμῆς αἰσθόμενος καὶ 

τῶν στρεπτῶν καὶ τῶν ψελίων τὸ 

κάλλος καὶ τοῦ ἄλλου κόσμου οὗ 

εἶχεν, εἰπεῖν: τί λέγεις, φάναι, ὦ 

Κῦρε; ἦ γὰρ σὺ ταῖς σαῖς χερσὶ 

τούτων τι ἐφύτευσας; 

[24] καὶ τὸν Κῦρον 

ἀποκρίνασθαι: θαυμάζεις τοῦτο, 

[ἔφη,] ὦ Λύσανδρε; ὄμνυμί σοι 

τὸν Μίθρην, ὅτανπερ ὑγιαίνω, 

μηπώποτε δειπνῆσαι πρὶν 

ἱδρῶσαι ἢ τῶν πολεμικῶν τι ἢ 

τῶν γεωργικῶν ἔργων μελετῶν ἢ 

ἀεὶ ἕν γέ τι φιλοτιμούμενος. 

[25] καὶ αὐτὸς μέντοι ἔφη ὁ 

Λύσανδρος ἀκούσας ταῦτα 

δεξιώσασθαί τε αὐτὸν καὶ εἰπεῖν: 

δικαίως μοι δοκεῖς, ὦ Κῦρε, 

εὐδαίμων εἶναι: ἀγαθὸς γὰρ ὢν 

ἀνὴρ εὐδαιμονεῖς. 

respondisse: “atqui ego ista sum 

omnia dimensus, mei sunt 

ordines, mea discriptio; multae 

etiam istarum arborum mea manu 

sunt satae.” tum  Lysandrum, 

intuentem purpuram eius et 

nitorem corporis ornatumque 

Persicum multo auro multisque 

gemmis, dixisse: “recte vero te, 

Cyre, beatum ferunt, quoniam 

virtuti tuae fortuna coniuncta est!” 

 

[23] ‘What, Cyrus?’ exclaimed 

Lysander, looking at him, and 

marking the beauty and perfume 

of his robes, and the splendour of 

the necklaces and bangles and 

other jewels that he was wearing; 

‘did you really plant part of this 

with your own hands?’ 

 

[24] ‘Does that surprise you, 

Lysander?’ asked Cyrus in reply. ‘I 

swear by the Sun-god that I never 

yet sat down to dinner when in 

sound health, without first 

working hard at some task of war 

or agriculture or exerting myself 

somehow.’ 

[25] “Lysander himself declared, I 

should add, that on hearing this, 

he congratulated him in these 

words: ‘I think you deserve your 

happiness, Cyrus, for you earn it 

by your virtues.’” 

“I marvel not only at the industry, 

but also at the skill of the man who 

planned and arranged this work.” 

“But it was I,” Cyrus answered, 

“who planned it all; mine are the 

rows and mine the arrangement, 

and many of those trees I set out 

with my own hands.” After gazing 

at the prince's purple robe, the 

beauty of his person, his Persian 

costume adorned with much gold 

and many precious stones, 

Lysander said: “With good reason, 

Cyrus, men call you happy, since 

in you good fortune has been 

joined with virtue.” 
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